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SGA election season around die comer 


Despite SGA 
ay s-y elections just 

^ a few weeks 
away, candidates have 

mt • 

not been announced 
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The Pacer 
calls on Gov 
Bredesen 
to spend stimulus 
money on higher 
education where it 
counts. 
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Check the 
back page 
for samples 
from three senior art 
majors exhibits 
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Equestrian avoids tie for win 



UTM 
Equestrian 
V/ grabs a win 
against the South 
Dakota State 
Jackrabbits 



Rain 


Hi 47° 


r 


onlinePOLL 

Wliat sort of features would you like to 
see on utmpacer.com? 

■ Video. 

■ Message boards. 

■ Podcasts. 

■ More slideshows. 
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Does UTM have a Transfer 



Spencer Taylor 

Pacer Writer 

UTM signed an articula- 
tion agreement with Jackson 
State Community College 
ensuring a seamless trans¬ 
fer for JSCC students pur¬ 
suing a social work degree, 
a University Relations press 
release has said. 

Among many UTM fac¬ 
ulty, Cindy West, chair of 
the Department of Sociology, 
A n th r op ol og y, S o ci al Wo rk 
and Criminal Justice, had high 
praises for the agreement. 

“It is to the student s advan¬ 
tage to know that if they fol- 


“Out of 20 classes, light would transfer. In par¬ 
ticular a biology class, two of my algebra classes, 
and a sociology class would not transfer.” 


Kristin Powell 

Murray State Student 


low this program everything 
will transfer, and we can be 
assured that they have taken 
what they need as well,” West 
said. 

To clarify, an articulation 
agreement is a written agree¬ 
ment that essentially acts as a 
“peace of mind” between two 
institutions, removing any 


conflict that may arise from 
class equivalency. 

However, many students 
have faced problems when 
attempting to transfer to 
UTM from another college. 

Kristin Powell, a student 
currently attending Murray 
State University, attempted to 
transfer to UTM after receiv- 


Pacer Graphics/ Jennifer DeYeso 


ing her associates degree in 
secondary education at West 
Kentucky Community and 
Technical College. 

“Out of 20 classes, ei g ht 
would transfer. In particular 
a biology class, two of my 
algebra classes, and a sociol¬ 
ogy class would not transfer,” 
Powell said. 

Roger Dunn, a Geosciences 
major/Agriculture minor at 
UTM, cited a similar prob¬ 
lem when agriculture classes 
he had taken at Murray State 
would not fulfill requirements 
for his degree at UTM. 

see Transfer page 4 


Faculty discuss budget crisis, stimulus at meeting 


Chris Caldwell, professor of Mathematics and Statistics and 
representative of the Academic Program Discontinuance 
Committee, presents the current findings of the committee to 
faculty at UTM’s genera! faculty meeting, Thursday, Feb. IS. 


Jay Baker 

Managing Editor 

Faculty gathered last 
Thursday to discuss the bud- 

mt 

get crisis, the recently passed 
$787 billion economic stimu¬ 
lus plan ($350 million to $430 
million of which will go to 
Tennessee), the recent resigna¬ 
tion of UT System President 

mt 

John Petersen and which pro¬ 
grams will likely remain safe 
from budget cuts. 

After an introduction from 
Kathy Evans. Faculty Senate 

mt * w? 

president, Chancellor Tom 
Rakes began the meeting on a 
positive note. 

“Were actually having a fan¬ 
tastic year in terms of student 
and faculty success. For the 


things were supposed to be 
getting done, they’re getting 
done,” Rakes said. 

Concerning the bud¬ 
get Rakes said there will 
be a second response to the 
Organization and Efficiency 
Taskforce from the Fall. 

“We do not have a bud¬ 
get posted anywhere because 
the Board of Trustees has not 
passed it,” Rakes said. 

Rakes then addressed the 
resignation of Petersen and 
his proposed replacement Jan 
Simek, Interim Chancellor 
for UT Knoxville. Petersen 
announced his resignation 
last Tuesday in a press release 
with little explanation for why 
he would be stepping down. 
Rakes did not provide any 


details tor Petersens reasons, 
but did say that he thought 
Petersen has been good for 

UTM. 

While President Barack 
Obama's recently passed 
Economic Stimulus plan was 
hotly debated in Washington, 
it is much anticipated in the 
UT system. With the possi¬ 
bility of $35U million to $430 

mt 

million going to Tennessee 
coupled with the current bud¬ 
get crisis, administrators are 
already thinking of ways to 

put the potential millions to 
work. 

Though the injection of 
millions into the UT systems 

mt 

beleaguered budget could pos¬ 
sibly ease the current crisis, 

see Faculty Meeting 

page 4 


UT President Petersen resigns 


Matt Cook 

Executive Editor 

University of Tennessee sys- 

mt mt 

tern President John Petersen 
announced his resignation, 
effective June 30, 2009, last 
week in press releases sent to 
eac h UT camp us and to state 
news media. 

According to the release, 
Petersen will step down March 
1, on administrative leave with 
pay, and will be replaced by 
Jan Simek, former interim 
chancellor for UT Knoxville, 
who will sen e as acting presi¬ 
dent until June 30, when he 
will become interim president 
for up to two years. 

“As I approach the end of my 
fifth year, I have been giving 
serious thought to my future 


plans and had determined 
I wanted to leave in J une,” 
Petersen said in the release, 
giving few other details as to 
the reason for and timing of 
his resignation. 

“I came to UT in 2004, and 
leaving in 2009 is difficult. I 
hope I have made a positive 
impact in several important 
areas,” Petersen said. “More 
important, I know I have 
made lasting friendships and 
met some wonderful people 
who will always be part of my 
life. 

“In discussions with Vice 
Chair (Jim) Murphy and other 
(UT Board of Trustees) mem¬ 
bers, we agree that it senes 
the University’s interest best 
to make the change now so 
that the person responsible 


for implementing cuts in next 
year’s budget will be the per¬ 
son leading the difficult bud¬ 
get decisions in the coming 
months,” Petersen said. 

Simek, who has worked for 
the university since 1984. will 

mt 7 

be considered as the interim 
president appointee by the 
Board of Trustees at a meeting 
Feb. 25-27 in Memphis. 

“Jan Simek is the ideal choice 
for this role,” Petersen said in 
the release. “I was pleased to 
choose him to till the critical 
II I Knoxville interim position 
and I know he will have full 
support and will do an excel¬ 
lent job in this new capacity.” 

Petersen said in a second 
e-mail to UT faculty and staff 


sea Petersen 


i a^Vh 
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SGA Senate 
has light load 
this week 

Regina Emery 

Assistant News Editor 

Election time for SGA is 
approaching quickly. Members 
who are planning on running 
for an office must have their 
election packets submitted by 
March 25 and may begin ver¬ 
bal campaigning on March 
31. 

At SGAs last meet¬ 
ing on Thursday, Feb. 19, 
Commissioner Beau Grant 
reminded senators about the 
restrictions regarding both 
online and physical campaign¬ 
ing. Violations of the rules, 
such as campaigning before 
the designated dates or post¬ 
ing fliers within the UC can 
result in immediate disqualifi¬ 
cation, Grant said. 

In the midst of Vice 
Chancellor of Student Affairs 
Dr. Margaret To sto ns absence, 
Vice President Eric Lipforcl 
announced that Toston was 
planning to host a get-to- 
know-you pizza party for 
SGA on Monday, March 2 in 
the UC Ballroom. President 

see SGA page 4 
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Editorial 


With a projected $350 
million to $430 million of 

President Obama's $787 
billion economic stimulus 
coming to Tennessee* the 
UT System likely sees it as a 
golden parachute out of our 
current budget crisis. 

But before we get too far 
ahead of ourselves* The Pacer 
has two recommendations: 

1. A sizeable portion of 
Tennessee’s stimulus money 

mf 

should go to higher education. 
Already, only about 20 

mf * mf 

percent of Tennesseans have 
a college degree. Allowing 
the current budget crisis to 
shoot ourselves in the foot 
by lowering that percentage 
(or decreasing the quality of 
education for those degrees) 
will handicap us when the 
economy turns around. Other, 
more educated states will get 
new jobs while Tennessee 
flounders in economic 
obscurity. 

mf 

Oup faculty are a 
great resource for 
the state. 

Many work here for 
far less than they 
could make in other 
states or at other 
universities. 

2. What money is 

mf 

appropriated to higher 
education should go to fund 
faculty and programs. It is 
clear that some programs 
must unfortunately end and 

mt 

the money should be spent 
wisely, but the money should 
go to programs nonetheless. 

The money should not, 
however* go toward capital 
projects like new buildings* 
etc. Students and faculty all 

mf 

enjoy new facilities* but what 
they enjoy (and need) more is 
not losing their majors. 

O ur faculty are a great 
resource for the state. Many 

mf 

work here for far less than 
they could make in other 
states or at other universities. 
We should not reward their 
dedication to our under- 
educated state by cutting their 
programs or delaying needed 
pay raises. But no good deed 
goes unpunished* as they say. 

Call or e-mail Gov. Phil 
Bredesen and tell him to keep 
higher education at the top 
of his priorities: 615.741.2001 
phil .brede$en@state.tn .us. 


Editorial Cartoon 


Reuben Kendall 
Editorial Cartoonist 
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The Comedy Corner: Hobbies and Facebook 



Justin Hunt 
Staff Columnist 

There are two things I have 
learned from my bird-watch- 

J 

ing book: 1. Birds serve no 
real purpose other than being 
stared at. 2. I wasted $80 on a 
bird-watching book. 

You see* bird watching is 
only fun when you have a 
BB gun. Of course* killing 
domestic birds is illegal* but 
crime makes everything more 
tantalizing. 

What wou Id 11 Law and 
Order" be without the first 
half of the episode? “Order": 


How lame would that be; It’s 
the destruction of order that 
keeps us interested. 

I mean, which would you 
rather have: a half-hour of a 
guy paying a judge or a half- 
hour of a burglar breaking into 
a bank by using every exciting 
trick in crime's book? 

Coin collecting seems like a 
worthwhile hobby. Coins have 
a unique history behind them* 
and their value increases with 
age. 

Speaking of coins* I don't 
doubt the importance of her 
actions, but I can think of way 

* it 

more deserving people to have 
their face put on a coin than 
Sacagawea. 

Apparently being a pregnant 
tour guide qualifies one to be 
put on American currency? 


If pets are hobbies* then I 
have killed three hobbies. 

1. My goldfish* rest his soul* 
was flushed down the toilet 
(while he was living) because 
I was too lazy to clean his 

mf 

bowl. 

2. My hamsters drowned 

mf 

after I tried to re-enact the 
film Titanic in my bathtub. 

3. And my parents still 
think my rabbit was eaten by 
a dog. 

Let s not argue with whether 
Facebook is a hobby or a reli- 

J 

gion. Facebook is so many 
things. 

Its a warm, cyber security 

A mf mf 

blanket that you can wrap up 
in every time you login and 
see your never-ending list of 
“friends." How else are you 

mf 

going to gauge your popular¬ 


ity? 

Looking for that friend that 
moved away seven years ago? 
Oh* there he is. Want to be 
friends with someone you 

mf 

never talk to but is in your 

mf 

class? So do they! 

mf 

Think you're the only one 

mf mf 

that loves the movie Flub her} 
Nope* you can find a whole 
group of losers who love that 
movie. 

With Facebook, you can 

1 mf 

keep tabs on all your 700 
friends. It’s like the Cliff Notes 
for your peers. With just the 
click of a mouse, you can see 

■ mf 

their birthday* who they just 
broke up with and how much 
money they have earned play¬ 
ing Mafia Wars. 

And from frequent sta¬ 
tus updates you will find 


out important information 
like: “Staci is cant wait until 
Tuesday..." and “Frank is hat¬ 
ing this weather lol." 

Hobbies can be addicting. 
If you find yourself spend¬ 
ing over six hours uploading 
photos of yourself standing in 
front of the mirror taken by 
the camera in your cell phone* 
or poking people* or stalk¬ 
ing the girl you used to chase 
around in high school* you 
should pick up another hobby* 
like going to class. 

fustiifs Random Thought 
of the Day: Cheerleading is a 
way to let people think they’re 
talented at something when 
they’re really not, like Guitar 

mf mf J 

Hero and Sudoku puzzles. 


Hobbies: What can they do for you? 



Ashley totty 
Viewpoints Editor 


You have just finished sit¬ 
ting through all your classes 
for the day and the last thing 
you want to do is home¬ 
work. So what do you do? 

Some people use this 
downtime to relax* but more 
often than not you cure 
your boredom with some¬ 
thing that entertains you. 


Sometimes this enter¬ 
tainment is a good thing to 
spend your time on. Such as 
learning to play an instru¬ 
ment* or reading a good book. 

But more often than not 
college students tend to pick 
up tilings that have no real 
value to waste their time on. 

Almost every student on the 
UTM campus has a Facebook 
account. Most of us check 
Facebook first tiling in the 
morning and las tthingat night. 

Even the university has 
come to terms with our 
obsession with the social 


network. Blackboard has a 
sync device that will send 
course work and messages 
straight to your Facebook. 

Another obsession run¬ 
ning rampant on college 
campuses is virtual gaming. 

World of Warcraft is the 
most prominent but even 
Facebook has tried to squeeze 
more time out of us by hav¬ 
ing an application called 
Hammer fall* another role 
playing game* conveniently 
located in your applications. 

People dedicate their time 
doing these frivolous tasks 


and don't get me wrong I 
fall victim to them as well* 
but I have come to the con¬ 
clusion that these obses¬ 
sions stem from boredom. 

The initial idea begins 
because you don't have 
anything else to do* but 
before long instead of being 
something to waste your 
time on it becomes some¬ 
thing you make time to do. 

You don't homework 
because you would rather play 
a game or you end up chatting 
on Facebook. These things 
are not going to do any¬ 


thing for you in the long run. 

They are fine to waste time 
on when you have time to 
waste, but a word to the wise: 
time is precious and you 
only have so much to waste. 

I encourage people to 
take up activities that they 
enjoy, but I caution them to 
keep their priorities in order 
and not let their hobby 
become their obsession. 

So ask not what hobby can 
you use to waste your time 
on* but what time-wasting 
activity will best benefit you? 


views from 

The 

Office 


What would 
your child self 
think of the person 
you are now? 



“ I would probably think I should 
grow up because I’m still a big kid.” 



Ashley Totty 
Viewpoints editor 


“I would call myself a sellout, then 
scoff and go listen to Metallica while 
polishing my gnomes.” 



Charlie McIntosh 
Life section Editor 


“I would wonder why I’m not an 

astronaut yet.” 



Jay Baker 
Managing Editor 
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Opinions expressed in personal 
columns are those of the writers 
and may not reflect the opinions 
of the staff as a whole. Editorials 
are the majority opinion of the 
Editorial Board. Contributions 
from other students, campus 
administrators or community 
members are considered on an 
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Submission Guidelines 

Story ideas or news tips may 
be e-mailed to pacer@utm.edu 
or presented at our weekly staff 
meetings, held at 5:15 p.rn. every 
Monday during the semester. 

The Pacer welcomes comments, 


criticisms or ideas that its reader- 
ship may have. We encourage you 
to send a Letter to the Editor 
through e-mail at pacer@utm.edu 
or via our Web site at http:/Avww. 
utmpacer.com/lettertotheeditor/. 
Letters to the Editor should be 
no longer than 250 words. Letters 
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News 


Students question IITM President’s Day attendance 


Martina Conley 

Pacer Writer 

Many students have been wondering why UTM 
does not observe President s Dav when so many other 

mf mf 

schools* associations and government businesses do. 
Bud Grimes, from the UTM Office of University 

1 mf 

Relations* said the decision to not observe President s 
Day is not determined by UTM. The University ot 

J J J 

Tennessee Resource department is responsible for 
distributing all of the days of scheduled closings for 
all UT campuses and institutes. Also UTM wasn't 
the only school that was required to attend classes last 
Monday; Academic Records said that neither UTM* 
UTK* nor the University of Memphis had President s 


Day off. 

J 

Although some may think that other national holi¬ 
days should be observed* there is just not enough 
room on the university calendar. 

j 

“I believe that the university observes an appropri¬ 
ate number of holidays. I’ve never had Presidents Day 
as a holiday* so personally* I don't have strong feel¬ 
ings either way about this particular holiday*” Grimes 
said. 

Also* because UTM receives the Martin Luther 
King Jr. holiday off* if Presidents Day were taken oft 
too* then Monday* Wednesday* Friday classes* and 
other combinations of Monday, classes would lose a 

j ■ 

second day of instruction from the teaching sched¬ 


ule. It is a requirement that the university schedule an 
appropriate amount of instruction time for semester 
weeks as well as the correct amount of time spent in 
each class. 

It is required that UT be in compliance with the 
state in regard to observed holidays. However* cur¬ 
rently both UT and Tennessee Board of Regents 
institutions observe more holidays than the state of 
Tennessee. The state observes 11 holidays throughout 
the year* including President’s Day* Columbus Day 
and Veterans Day* while both UT and TBR institu¬ 
tions observe 13 holidays of administrative closings. 


SGA officials explain upcoming elections and hope for change 



Danny Bell 

Pacer Writer 

The race is on once again for SGA elections, and 
the soapbox war is sure to be in full effect. 

But individuals attempting to attain a 
voice in the upcoming election must 
complete election packets first. 

Packets surfaced last week and are due 
March 25. Candidates must postpone 
verbal campaigning until March 31 
leaving only two weeks before voting 
on April 15. The actual inauguration 
is slated for 7 p.m. on April 17 in the 
Legislative Chambers. 

BrittamMcG ruder,SGAprcsident 
said the upcoming elections will be a 
chance for change. 

“There is room for improvement and 
ways to grow. SGA must change along 
side the university,” McGruder said. 

But some SGA members noted the 
positive things accomplished this year. 

Campus Observation Committee Chair 
Whitney Maxey said a lot was accomplished with 
the Breaking Down the Wall project, making SGA a 
strong backbone [for UTM]. Maxev added that things 


could only go up from there. 

Maxey also added that no comment is made about potential 
candidates, citing that students are not privy to that 
information at this time. 

With so many tight lips the UTM campus 
is forced to hold out for the official list of 
candidates. 

Sen. Jeff Hart was not so quick to retain 
his opinions, but wouldn't name any 
potential candidates. 

“Regardless of who is elected, it is 
up to the student body to voice their 
opinions about the progress made . If for 
any reason they are unhappy then new 
official should be elected every year,” 
1 lart said. 

A number of SGA members said they 
will continue using change and growth 
as a basis for evaluating the previous and 
present situation in SGA. 

Though no official disciplinary action 
was taken, SGA officials chastised several 
senators after their biweekly meeting Feb. 19 for 
allegedly attending a meeting while intoxicated. 
McGruder had no comment on the matter nor 
would she name the senators in question. 


Presentation observes world opinions of U.S. 


Ryan Williams 

Pacer Writer 

Mixed feelings about the 
United States have always 
been a concern with U.S. resi¬ 
dents. 

Some think that residents 
of other countries adore the 
United States and believe it 
is a great country to live in* 
while others think that these 
same people want to see a 
downfall of America. 

At a recent presentation 
titled “International Current 
Affairs and the American 
Image.” The event was held 
at 1 p.m. Feb. 19 in Watkins 
Auditorium. The purpose of 
this event was to highlight 
various countries’ political 
and social viewpoints of the 
United States. 

Five UTM faculty members 
spoke about their global expe¬ 
riences. Vice Chancellor for 
Academic Affairs Jerald Ogg 
opened with an introduction 
to the discussion. Ogg talked 
about his first trip overseas 
during the 1980s. I le recalled 
going to Vietnam and how 
intriguing it was that foreign¬ 
ers were concerned with the 
political events occurring in 
America. Yet at the same time 
he also noticed some mixed 
feelings held by foreigners. 

“There was a strange sense 
of respect and resentment,” 
Ogg said. “Its like we re glad 
you are here, but don’t you 
think you are special. ” 

After Ogg* professor Mike 
McCullough discussed his 


There was a strange 
sense of respect and 

resentment,” 

Jerald Ogg 

Vice Chancellor Academic 

Affiars 

travels in Europe and Asia. 
One incident occurred in 
2005 while he was in London. 
There were a few bombings in 
that area and he was forced 
to evacuate the area. While 
on a train* he said, he heard a 
couple of people talking with 
others about where they were 
from. One individual stated 
that at least he was not an 
American. 

McCullough also described 
the changes that he has seen 
with the American image 
since World War II. 

“When Winston Churchill 
discovered that the U.S. had 
entered the war he said that 
he slept the sleep of the saved 
and thankful,” said Mc¬ 
Cullough. 

McCullough added that the 
United States went from hav¬ 
ing the reputation of being a 
savior to a not-so-favorable 
image. 

Throughout the presenta¬ 
tion the speakers understood 
that the feelings of resent¬ 
ment did not pertain to all 
Americans. 

Professor Mahmoud 11 add- 
ad spoke from the Middle 
E as tern p ersp e ctive* s ayi ng 


that many in the Middle East 
ctid not dislike the people of 
the United States* but took 
offense at U.S. government 
policies in the Middle East. 

“The U.S is a great country*” 
Haddad said. “Many people 
want to migrate to this coun¬ 
try to excel because it is the 
only country that has this op¬ 
portunity.” 

The U.S. government and 
the people are considered 
separate* Haddad said. lie 
added that the issues began 
with the formation of Israel 
in 1948 along with the war in 
Iraq and not finding weapons 
of mass destruction. Many do 
not like the U.S. involvement 
with helpinglsrael. 

Itzel Nappo was the last 
speaker, who spoke from the 
Latin area of the world. Born 
in Mexico, she said that the 
people in her country look 
at the United States and see 
success and want to achieve 
that success. 

“We want to improve,” said 
Nappo. “We cannot deny that 
the U.S . is the country that we 
need to follow.” 

However* Nappo criticized 
su ch issues as how the United 
States has treated residents of 
the Latin world* referring to 
past events such as the Mexi¬ 
can War and the overthrow of 
democratically elected Jacobo 
Arbenz, who was believed to 
be communist. 

Nappo said the United 
States is a great place* but 
many people do not agree. 


UTM students take home ‘Addy’s’ at 
annual advertising award ceremony 


Stall Reports 

Several UTM students were honored at the 
annual Addy V. 

Kassi Abney (VisCornm)* Jackie Bettie 
(VisComm), Stephanie Lovett (VisComm), 
Becky Parnell (PR)* Jonathan Kiser (PR)* 
James Buchanan (PR) and Brooks Taylor 
(Broadcasting) won a silver award in the 
radio category for their “Hometown Heroes” 

PSA. 

Jen DeYeso (VisComm) jAllisonHagin (PR), 
Rebecca Wilkinson (PR), Ryan Williams 
(PR), Meghan Pinkley (Broadcasting), Joe 


Raccuglia (PR ’08 graduate) and Marty 
Conley (Broadcasting) won and Addy for 
their “1 am Tennessee Law Enforcement” 
campaign in the Mixed Media Campaign 
category. 

Jen DeYeso* Advertising Manager for T he 
Pacer j was responsible for the print and 
advertsing design of that campaign. 

The Addy s are sponsored by The American 
Advertising Federation. The student entries 
were evaluated by the same judges as the 
professional entries arid were held to the same 
criteria. 


Police arrest man in TSU 


NASHVILLE* (AP) — 

Nashville police have arrested a 
man and charged him with the 
murder of a Tennessee State 
University student. 

Po li ce arres ted 21 -year- old 

w? 

Deshaun Lewis late Friday. 

Metro police spokesman 
Don Aaron said 18-year-old 
Racquel Johnson's body was 
found Friday morning inside 
an abandoned duplex. Her 
body showed signs of a strug¬ 
gle but authorities have not re¬ 
leased the cause of death. 

Johnsons mother reported 
her missing Tuesday morning. 

Tuesday evening police re¬ 
covered her 2001 gold Chevro¬ 


let Imp ala from the River Gate 
Mall parking lot. Lewis had 
the car Tuesday night* police 
said Saturday. 

A u nive rs i tv sp o keswo man 
said the school is offering grief 
counseling for students* faculty 
and staff. 

The Tennessean reported 
Lewis was convicted of felony 
aggravated assault in June 2008 
and felony vehicle theft in Oc¬ 
tober 2008* each time receiving 
a two-year sentence. 


Information from: The Ten- 
72 esse an * h ttp: // www. te n ne s - 
sean.com 



Angelina MacKewn, Assistang Professor of Psychology, did her PhD 
on evolutionary psychology. (Department Photo) 


Psych prof discusses evolutionary 
psychology in speech and class 


Staff Reports 

Angelina MacKewn* assis¬ 
tant professor of Psychology, 
spoke last Tuesday on evolu¬ 
tionary psychology in Wat¬ 
kins Auditorium. 

Tie speech was a general 
explanation of the points of 
evolutionary psychology. 

“Evolution ary psychology 
is a different way of explain¬ 
ing psychological phenomena 
but it incorporates evolution¬ 
ary biology. This lends to the 
promotion of psychology as a 
science*” MacKewn said. 


MacKewn has done re¬ 
search in evolutionary psy¬ 
chology and has even taught 
courses on it in Canada, but 
said that UTM does not cur¬ 
rently offer a course 111 it. 

In fact,MacKewns Ph.D. is 
on spatial differences between 
males and females from evo¬ 
lutionary perspectives, tied to 
hormonal differences. 

Even though UTM doesn't 
offer any evolutionary psy¬ 
chology courses, MacKewn 
said she incorporates concepts 
from it into all of her classes. 


BSA hosts 
a history 
of black 
television 


Stephanie Moody 

Pacer Writer 


UTM s chapter of the 

Black Student Association 

hosted Black TV Land: 

“Comparing Past and Present 

Black Sitcoms” and the Black 

History Program: “Celebrating 

Af ric an-American: Past* 

Present* &c Future” on Feb. 18- 

19 as part of celebration for 

Black History Month. 

■■ 

Black TV Land began with 
clips being shown from the 
1970s to todays popular shows 
among Af ric an-Ame rican 

sitcoms. “With these shows* 
people are able to see beyond 
the stereotype,” said Teresa 
Woody director of The Office 
of Minority Affairs. 

J 

Clips included scenes from 
Sanford and Sony The JeffersonSy 
Good Timesy The Cosby Show y 
A Different World y Family 
MatterSy Fresh Prince of Bel Air y 
Han gin with Mr. Cooper y Sister 
Sis tery Marti n y My Brother and. 
Me y Kenan & Kef My Wife 
and Kidsy The Bernie Mac Show y 
Proud Familyy Tie Boondocks 
and House of Payne. 

During the event* many 
of the past television shows* 
which are still aired on 
television today* brought 
back many memories of how 
A f ri c an - Am eri can s 1 i ves h a ve 
transitioned in today’s society. 
During the 1970s* Sanford, 
and Son reflected on the 
relationship between a father 
and son whereas The Jeffersons 
symbolized an African- 

J 

A me ri ca n f am ily p rog re ss i ng 
for the better but not forgetting 
their family roots. Good Times 

wf 

reflected on how an African 
American family struggled to 
live in the inner-city housing 
projects. 

Af ri c a n-Am e ri c an s e nj ov ed 
the 1980s sitcoms which 
included Tie Cosby Shc/w y A 
Different World and Family 
Matters . A scene from Family 
Matters brought audiences 
to their feet when they heard 
music from the famous “Urkel 
Dance.” The 1980s sitcoms 
changed how African- 
Americans in America were 
viewed. The Cosby Show was 
based on an upper-middle 
class family living in New 
York One of the creators* Bill 

Cosby, wanted the show to 

■■ * 

focus strongly on family and 
education. A Different Worldy a 
spin-off series from Tie Cosby 
Shoajiy focused on students at 
a historically black college 
struggling with issues that 
occur on college campuses 
with race and other common 
problems that college students 
exp er ie nee. Fam i ly Matters 
represented die structure of an 
extended family. 

The 1990s sitcoms included 
Fresh Prince of Bel Air * Han gin 
with Mr Coopery Sister Sister^ 
Mar tiny My Brother and. Me 7 
and Keenan Cj Kel. 

Sitcoms created a decade 
later were My Wife and. Kids , 
The Bernie Mac Show y Proud 
Family y The Boondocks * and 
House of Payne. 

“I enjoyed it and I think 
it gives students a broader 
perspective on who they are, 
where they came from, and a 

mf A 

positive outlook on the future,” 
said Chancellor Tom Rakes. 

The Black History Program 
began with audiences singing 
the Black National Anthem* 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing.” 
The program recognized 
African-American firsts and 
d ed ic at ed Af ric an - A me rican 
leaders who are UTM faculty* 
staff and students. Music 
selections were performed by 
junior* Whitney McGhee and 
the choir of New Walk ot Faith 
Church of God in Martin. 

BSA students were also 
recognized for their academic 
achievements.The Rev. Charlie 
Harper of New Walk of Faith 
Church of God was the guest 
speaker. 

“It was a great display of 
positive things that minorities 
on the campus have to offer,” 
said student Trevor I lunt. 
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Transfer 

From Cover 

While many students 
may feel that UTM has a 
strict transfer policy, UTM 
Registrar Brandy Cartmell 
disagrees. 

“We (UTM) are so different 
from other four-year institu¬ 
tions in the state; many won't 
even take transfers, even if 
they're accredited. Were not 
that way. Even if it is not an 
exact match, the committees 
are good on taking it in, and 
substituting it for a course. 
Overall UTM is very flexible 
on transfers.” Cartmell said. 

To those who may have 
had trouble, Cartmell urges 
potential transfer students to 
work with their advisors to 
get their classes brought over 

to UTM. 

“Many times a substitution 
can be put through to satisfy 
a particular requirement so 
the student does not have 
to take the course over. We 
don't want students to have 
to retake courses. Working 
with your advisor is the key,” 

Faculty Meeting 

From Cover 

Rakes warned that the stim¬ 
ulus is one-time money and 
will not protect against future 
budget shortfalls. Rakes said 
the money could go into 
operating costs instead of 
'shovel-ready' projects. 

“A plan must be in place to 
deal with what comes next,” 
Rakes said. “I'm sure you're 
sick of task-forces and com¬ 
mittees, but the more people 
you have making a decision 
the better.” 

Tuition increases are never 
popular among students, but 
many have been considering 
the possibility in the current 
budget crisis. Rakes cautioned 
though that no information 
will likely be available on the 
issue until the June Board of 
Trustees meeting. 

“it's possible the Governor 
could see the money and say 
'no tuition increase',” Rakes 
said. 

Rakes then opened the 
meeting for questions from 


Cartmell said. 

On the website for UTM's 
Office of Academic Records, 
students will find transfer 
equivalency tables for many 
local and out of state institu¬ 
tions. The faculty at UTM 
determines whether or not 
a class is deemed equiva¬ 
lent for their respective sub¬ 
ject, and courses of another 
school are compared with 
those at UTM to ensure that 
they are similar in content. 
Information is then entered 
into Banner, where it will 
then evaluate if a student has 
successfully completed the 
requirement shown on his 
or her CAPR According 
to West, a high demand for 
social workers has arisen in 
the past few years. 

“A recent study found that 
48 percent of the Tennessee 
chapter of the National 
Association of Social 
Workers is over the age of 
50, which means that over 
half of their people will be 


the floor. 

David Coffey, Interim 
Dean of the College of 
Humanities and Fine Arts, 
voiced concerns over UTM's 
image among Tennesseans. 

“it seems to me, in the 
current environment, people 
in higher education ... we're 
below bankers,” Coffey said. 

Coffey suggested a pub¬ 
lic relations campaign to 
counter-act that perception, 
but included that UTM has 
the second smallest univer¬ 
sity relations in the state. 
Bud Grimes, Director of 
{J n iversity Rel at ions 1 ater 
clarified in an e-mail that 
UTM actually has the tlirid 
smallest by staff. 

Chris Caldwell, 

Mathematics and Statistics 
professor and representative 
from the Academic Program 
Discontinuance Committee 
briefed the faculty on the 

j 

committee's progress. 

Caldwell said the 



ations. 



submit an 
viewponts sect 

pacer_o pin ion s@utm.edu 
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News 


SGA 

Front Cover 


Brittanv McGruder addressed the members 

mf 

and thanked them for their efforts last Saturday 

mf 

during the UTM Recycling program. 

Chief Justice Lorie Mallari presented Part 2 
of the SGA Constitution revisions. Part 2 cov¬ 
ers changes regarding the legislative branch. 
Again, changes made were of minimal impact 
and consisted primarily of grammatical correc¬ 
tions. 

Part 1, which covered the executive and judi¬ 
cial branches, had been previously discussed 
during the last meeting. Freshman Council 
President Thomas Akers had voted against 
the legislation, citing that Freshman Council 
had nor been given an equal amount of input. 
Despite this, the legislation making the revi¬ 
sions official was passed. 

“Tonight was the second time that we dis¬ 
cussed the revision of the constitution on the 
senate floor. To approve these changes requires 
a two-week process where we are shown the 
changes made by the constitution revision com¬ 
mittee, e-mailed the changes so we can better 

Petersen 

From Cover 



understand the changes, and then 
finally we discuss and vote on the 
changes,” said Senator Stephanie Allen. 

The full extent of the constitutional revisions 
has been e-mailed to SGA members for them 
to look over more thoroughly. Voting to pass 
the changes will take place on March 5, during 
SGA’s next meeting. 

“These revisions are important so that we 
may better serve the students here at UTM by 

mf mf 

making sure our association runs as smoothly 
as possible,” Allen said. Chief Justice Mallari 
urged members to look over the revisions care¬ 
fully: a test over the SGA Constitution has 

mf y 

been scheduled for the 26th. 

In other matters of new business, Freshman 
Council member Andy Burkett was nominated 

mf 

as an Associate Justice. After an overwhelming 
vote in favor of the motion, Burkett was sworn 


in. 


In closing, SGA announced that their first 
mandatory meeting of the semester would be 
held on March 23 at 7 p.m. in UC 206. 



Interim UT System President Jan Simek will take office on March 
1, 2009. (Photo Courtesy: Tennessee Today) 


aging out within the next 8 
to 10 years ” West said. 

With the amount of avail¬ 
able social workers declin¬ 
ing, the overall demand for 
the profession is increasing at 
twice the rate as other pro¬ 
fessions in the state. 

Agreements of this nature 
may help boost the student 
population at UTM, but 
with the latest f igures, trans¬ 
fer students make up a small 
percentage of the student 
body. Out of 7152 students, 
224 have transferred from 
other schools in Tennessee, 
18 from other states, and 3 
from foreign countries, mak¬ 
ing the total transfer percent¬ 
age about 3 percent. 

Plans are also developing 
between JSCC and UTM to 
establish articulation agree¬ 
ments with all programs in 
the social sciences category, 
with the goal to have addi¬ 
tional agreements completed 
in the fall of this year. 


Tennessee Higher Education 
Commission report is usually 
largely ignored, but because 
of this year's budget crisis, 
UTM was signaled out: 23 
of our 47 programs are Tow- 
producing l 

Caldwell said systems are 
asked to respond to THEC 
by May 1 for decisions on 
whether to cut, consolidate 
or keep programs. 

THEC has declared some 
programs safe from the chop¬ 
ping block though: STEM 
(science, technology, engi¬ 
neering and mathematics) 
programs. Courses like math, 
chemistry, geosciences/geol¬ 
ogy etc. would be safe. 

Though THEC did not 
say art would be safe, Elaine 
Harriss, Music Professor and 
Acting Chair, recommended 
that the arts ‘not be touched'. 
Applause followed her rec¬ 
ommendation. 


that the Board of Trustees 
w ill be reviewing budget plans 
at their weekend meeting in 
Memphis. 

“Budget plans for the [UT] 
System and each campus and 
institute will be presented,” 
Petersen said. “They focus on 

mf 

minimizing impacts of reduced 
funding by making strategic 
decisions on cuts, which will 
help protect our core mission. 
Some of the plans include aca¬ 
demic programs that are being 
considered for consolidation, 
review or discontinuance.” 

“It is important to remember 

there is a process that will be 

used to evaluate the programs 

before any action is taken and 
■■ 

that being on the list does not 
mean those programs will be 
cut,” Petersen said. 

According to the releases, 
Petersen will receive one year 
of his base salary of $410,177, 
split in two payments. Simek 
will receive a base salary of 

mf 

$400,000 without an expense 
allowance, state vehicle or 
university housing. Simek 
will be paid 75 percent of 
the base salary ($300,000) 
when he returns to teaching 
as Distinguished Professor of 
Anthropology. 

According to a report in the 
Knoxville News Sentinel on 


Feb. 18, Petersen pointed out 
a number of positive accom¬ 
plishments from his tenure 
as system president includ¬ 
ing record research funding, 
speedy progress toward com¬ 
pleting the $1 billion Capital 
Campaign and improved 
political relationships on the 
state and national levels. 

'The News Sentinel also 


reported that several issues 
arose during Petersen s presi¬ 
dency that generated dissatis¬ 
faction with his performance 
including Petersen s consider¬ 
ation of hiring former UT 
Knoxville Football Coach 
Phillip Fulmer as an aide. 

Managing Editor Jay Baker 
contributed to this report. 


Considering Abortion? 



You may not even need one. 
Become an enlightened woman. 
We can help. 


Pregnancy Testing 
Info on abortion procedures, risks 
& alternatives 

All Services free and confidential 


Free Pregnancy Testing Free & Confidential Services 


Walk-Ins Welcome 


Agape Medical Clinic 

V 2I0 Oakland Si, 
Martin, TN 38237 


731-588-0305 

800-805-9722 

800-395-HELP 


WWW.MYCHOICENORTHWESTTN.COM 



[RY LAMB'S 

J4 Cut ft 6ove 

Golden Tan 




Located at 304 University St. 
Next door to Wendy's 
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2/14/09 at 12:53 
a.m. -Lot 7-Subject 
referred for violation 
of the drinking age 
law. 


2/14/09 at 1:20 
a.m. -Lot 7-Visitor was 
detained for having 
alcohol on campus. 
Determined to be of age 
and released. 


2/14/09 at 3:08 a.m. 
-Lot 14-Subject re- 
ferred for violation of 
the drinking age law. 


2/14/09 at 3:35 a.m. 
-Lot 7-Subject referred 
for violation of the 
drinking age law. 


2716/09 at 7:08 
a.m. -Ellington Hall- 
Request for a medical 
assist for a person who 
had fallen. EMS heated 
the subject at the scene. 


2/17/09 at 11a.m. - 
Subject reported they 
had been receiving 
harassing phone calls. 


2/19/09 at 12:36 a.m. 
-Ellington IIall-Med¬ 
ical assist for a person 
feeling nauseated. Sub¬ 
ject refused EMS. 


2/19/09 at 8:53 a.m. 
-Childrens Center- 
Medical assist for sub¬ 
ject who had a seizure- 
Subjectwas transported. 


2/19/09 at 9:49 a.m. 
-Lot 20- Ve hi c le towe d 
for an excessive number 
of parking tickets. 


2/19/09 at 1:02 p.m. -Elam 
Center-Fire alarm activated 
because of dust from con¬ 
struction in the building, 
MFD responded and the 
alarm was reset. 


2/19/09 at 6:26 
p.m. -EPS Bnil ding- 
Medical assist for sub¬ 
ject who was injured in 
a lab. EMS transported 
subject to hospital. 


^nTirp: 




SAFETY TIP : Cross The Busy Streets Around Campus Only In 
The Marked Crosswalks And Ensure That Traffic Is Completely 
Stopped Before Crossing. While Driving, Slow Down And Be Extra 
Cautious When Approaching Crosswalks. 




Mftt 
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Write for The Pacer 

Any students interested in writing 
stories for The Pacer are encouraged 
to attend Pacer meetings, held at 
4:15 p.m. every Monday The Pacer 
welcomes students from all majors 
and any story ideas or suggestions, 
including feature stories, letters to 
the editor and editorials. 
Photographers are encouraged to 
attend. Stories and ideas for potential 
stories can be submitted to pacer@ 
utm.edu. 


Campus RuMailu 8oA f A 


Phi Chi Theta 

The Business Fraternity is having 
Spring Rush at 12:15p.m. on Feb. 
26 in Room 201 in the Business 
Building. It is open to people with 
business majors and minors. There 
will be an information table in the 
lobby of the Business Building 
on Wednesday, Feb. 25, for more 
information. 

Women in Communications 
Women in Communications will 


meet at 12:20 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 
24 in the Reading Room in Gooch 

Hall. 

Vanguard Theatre 

The Vanguard Theatre’s latest 
production “Fuddv Meets” will debut 
at 8 p.m.Thursday February 26 in the 
Plarriet Fulton Theatre in the bine 
Arts Building. The box office opened 
on Monday, Feb. 23. Tickets cost $10 
for adults and $5 for students and 
children. “Fuddv Meets” contains 
some adult language and content For 
reservations, call 881-7090. 


Segregation & Civil Rights 

As part of UTMs Annual Civil 
Rights Conference, Vivian Morris 
and Curtis Morris will present 
u Segregation and Integration: What 
Was Gained and What Was Lost?”. 
The event will take place from 
2:45 to 4 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 26 in 
Watkins Auditorium. Free admission. 
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On the Web utmpacer.com 


Sky hawks lose heartbreaker against Missouri State; winning streak ends at 11 



The Skyhawks men’s basketball team lost against Missouri State in ESPNU's Bracketbusters game Saturday 
night at the Elam Center on a last-second shot. The team has three games reamining in the season before 
competing in the OVC tournament. Winning the tournament would guarantee a spot in the Big Dance. 


Randy Cavin 

Pacer Writer 

The Skyhawks’ 11-game winning streak 
was put to a halt Saturday night* Feb. 22* by 
the Missouri State Bears on a last-second 
shot by Kyle Weems in espnus Bracket- 
Buster game. 

The Bears came into the Elam Center 
Saturday night undermanned* but with a 
strong inside game they were able to domi¬ 
nate the Skyhawks in the paint* scoring 36 
points on their way to winning a 79-77 
thriller in front of the UTM faithful. 

The Bears were clearly outmanned in this 

mf 

game having only dressed nine players* but 
had an inside game that gave the Skyhawks 
trouble in the first half of play. 

The Bears came out and took die early 
lead in the game and never gave it up in the 
first half* building a 10-point lead with just 
over 12 minutes to go. 

The Skyhawks kept the pressure up and 
cut the lead to one by a pair of free throws 
by Dclrico Lane with 7:02 to go in the first 
half. 

The Skyhawks managed to cut the lead to 
one point two other times late in the half* 
but the Bears were able to pull away just 
before the end of the half to take an eight- 
point lead* 47-39 going into the locker 
room. 

Lester Hudson found himself in foul 
trouble and sat out the last 9:30 of the half 
with three fouls and six points. 

The Skyhawks kept pecking away at the 
Bears lead in the second halt with Hudson 
opening up the scoring with a 3-pointer and 
then a layup after a Bears basket in the paint 


by Will Creekmore. Olajide Hay turned a 
two-point layup into a three-point play af¬ 
ter he was fouled bv Creekmore. 

J 

Marquis Weddle tied the score at 58-58 


after he got open for a three-pointer with 
11:47 to go in the game. 

At the 9:30 mark Weddle gave the Sky¬ 
hawks their first lead of the game with a 


jumper. The Skyhawks went on an eight- 
point run started by Weddle s jumper to take 
a 67-60 lead with 7:40 left in the game. 

The Bears came right back aided by two 
Card ell McFarland 3-pointers and a layup to 
regain the lead with 5:17 to go. Eric Massey 
scored on a layup to give the Skyhawks the 
lead followed by a Hudson jumper to make 
the score 75-71 Skyhawks. 

But the Bears refused to go away and 
came back with four points in the paint to 
tie the score at 75-75.The Skyhawks retook 
the lead with 1:44 to go* but the Bears got 
the win on the buzzer beater bv Weems. 

Weddle continued his hot shooting by 
leading all scorers in the game with 26 
points followed by Hudsons 20 points. 
Benzor Simmons tossed in 11. Dominique 
Mpondo came oft the bench and grabbed 
seven rebounds and two points. 

“This was a very physical game and you 
see that type of game in the Missouri Val¬ 
iev and I thought that carried over here 
tonight. Missouri State came in here and 
kind of took it to us inside*'head coach Bret 
Campbell said. 

11 We gave up 36 points in the game and I 
think that was the big difference. Marquis 
Weddle certainly stepped up tonight and he 
looked like the old Marquis Weddle and I 
liked the aggressiveness lie is playing with 
right now*" Campbell said. 

The Skyhawks have dirce OVC games re¬ 
maining, Monday night the team competed 
at Murray State. The results were not in at 

mf 

time of press. 

The last two home games are Thursday 
night against Eastern Kentucky and Satur¬ 
day night against More head State. 


Baseball’s Hartsfield brothers jacks of all trades 



Heather Peterson 

Pacer Writer 


Twin graduate students* Mark (right) 
and Miles (left) I lartsfield* are modern 
day Renaissance men. 

Native to White Bluff, thev have been 

■ «• 

playing baseball for nearly 16 years. 

“You play everything when you are 
little and kind of stick to what you are 
good at. We were always better at base¬ 
ball than basketball and too small to 
play football. So we stuck with base¬ 
ball, 53 said Miles. 

However* they arc more then just 
baseball players. 

They graduated from UTM last year 
with bachelors degrees in Biology and 
are currently working on their MBAs. 
Furthering their education doesn't end 
there. 

“We were accepted to DeBusk Col¬ 
lege of Osteopathic Medicine at Lin¬ 
coln Memorial University" said Mark 

mf * 

“We should have our MBA summer 
2010* then graduate medical school 
2013,'said Miles. 


“We sort of made our minds up in high 
school that we wanted to be doctors. I 
haven't made my mind up as to what to do 
in med school*" said Miles. 

“That’s why we are getting the MBA* so 
we could maybe go more towards family 
practice*" said Mark. 

As Mark and Miles continue to work to¬ 
ward their god of becoming doctors* they 
keep their options open as to what field of 
medicine they will one day work in. 

mf mf 

“With us being doctors* maybe one can 
be in pediatrics and one can be a family 
physician*" said Mark. 

“So we could see all ages*" said Miles. 

“But that's just a thought. We will prob¬ 
ably see what we do once we do the clini- 

mf 

cal rotations*" said Mark. 

“They structure medical school so that 
you rotate through all the options*" said 
Miles. 

In between baseball* graduate school 
and future aspirations of becoming doc¬ 
tors, they have a hobby* albeit an expensive 
one. 

“It is kind of an extreme hobby I guess* 
it is pretty expensive. We produce rap. We 


built a 16 bv 16 studio in the basement 

mf 

of our house in White Bluff and put 
about $6*000 of recording equipment 
into it*" said Mark. 

“We are mainly behind the scenes. We 
are organizers* we bring in the artists*" 
said Mark. 

“I engineer it* record it and mix it. We 
started doing it in our sophomore year 
in high school and stuck with it*" said 

Miles, 

“We call our selves a label* but wc re¬ 
ally aren't a label, but we've released four 

mf 1 

alb urns*" said Miles. One of the groups 
they have produced* Fo Iliugz, can be 
found at www.myspace.com/fothugz* 

With the start of baseball season* 
Mark and Miles are looking forward to 
a good year and lots of friendly compe¬ 
tition between themselves. 

“We are real competitive about our 
averages* who hits the most home runs 
and things like that," said Miles. 

“We are competitive in everything 
we do. It doesn't matter what it is*" said 
Mark. 



Equestrian’s busk South DakotaState 

Raw scores break a 10-10 tie; 2 earn MVP honors, 
day's highest score, All in a day's work for these riders. 


josh Weiss 

Sports Editor 

After 40 rides* the UTM 
equestrian team and the Jack- 
rabbits of South Dakota State 
University were locked in a 10- 
10 tie. 

It came down to the raw 
scores* and after each team's 
lowest score was dropped and 
the remaining scores added up* 
UTM was victorious. 

The Jackrabbits of South Da¬ 
kota State University rode into 
the Ned MeWherter Agricul¬ 
tural Pavilion this past Sunday* 
Feb. 22, to face the Skyhawks. 

The two teams came into the 
meeting very iamilar with one 
another, as thev had recently 

^ mf mf 

faced oft a week and a half ago 
on Valentine's Day in the Best 

mf 

of the West Invitational Tour¬ 
nament hosted bv Fresno State 

mf 

University in Fresno, Calif. 

UTM once again demolished 
the Jackrabbits in the hunter 
seat competitions (equitation 
over fences and equitation cm 
the flat) 7-3. 

The S kvh awks d o m i na ted 
the equitaion on the flat, win¬ 
ning by a score of 4-1. 

Junior Michelle Thompson 
earned the highest score of 



Freshman Madeline Brown 
competes in the hunter seat 
competition. 

the day with an 83 out of 100. 
However* freshman Caroline 
Cramer was awarded MVP 
honors with a score of 81. 

Two other riders also scored 
points for UTM in the flat* 
freshmen Hilary Mason and 
Kelsy Abell. 

In equitation over fences* 
UTM also came out on top* 
3-2. 

Freshman Brittany Kasprack 


earned MVP honors with a 
score of 82. 

Other scorers were Madeline 
Brown and Thompson again. 

However* UTM did not 
fare as well in the western seat 
comp etitions (horsemanship 
and reining)* as only two riders 
scored for the Skyhawks. 

mf 

Freshman Lauren Eichstadt 
scored a point in both horse¬ 
manship and reining* while 
senior Kendra Leake scored in 
the reining competition. 

In the end* UTM won the 
meet with an overall score of 
1299.5* beating the Jackrabbits 
by over 30 points. 

The Skyhawks' next compe¬ 
tition will also be at home* as 
they will ride against the Bull¬ 
dogs of Fresno State Univer¬ 
sity, the winners of the Best of 

mf * 

the West Invitational. 

The competition will be held 
in the Agricultural Pavilion on 
March 7. The time is to be an¬ 
nounced. Check the equestrian 
link on wwwutmsports.com 
for further details* a full sched¬ 
ule of the team's events this 
season* and scores from recent 
competitions. 




■»>»»»Register now at 

www.utmpacer.com 


Disc Brake Service 

Semi Metallic or Ceramic $69.95 

Parts & Labor 

Mnc^j - l/ohioloc QG0 OR 





849 Main St. Martin. TN 


731-587-0669 


Mon - Fri, 8am - 5 pm 
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Senior exhibits three-dimensional talent, discusses approach to craft 


Amber Pickett 

Pacer Writer 

James Bell, a student at UTM, that 
showcased artistic abilities this past 
week at the Senior Art Exhibit that 
took place in the Fine Arts Building. 

Bell is originally from Union City, 
about 15 minutes away from Martin. 

Bell is a senior at UTM, planning to 
graduate in December 2009. lie is a 
Studio Art major with a concentration 
in Ceramics. 

“Clay is my absolute favorite media. 
When I do a drawing, its 2-dimen¬ 
sional With clay it s more realistic. It’s 

*f * 

3-D. It has shape and form,” said Bell. 
“Drawings are flat.” 

Bell recalls being inspired to become 
an artist by comic books when he was 

mf 

younger. 

U I started doing art as far back as I 
can remember. But my fascination with 

■r 

comic books started it all,” Bell said. “I 
always had comic books around the 
house. I was more interested in the il¬ 
lustration than the story.” he added. “I 

mf * 

loved drawing cartoons.” 

“I realized my sophomore year of 
high school what I wanted to do with 
my life: I wanted to be an artist. I had 

mf 

such a creative side I couldn’t picture 
myself being anything else,” Bell said. 
“I could never see myself being a doc¬ 
tor or lawyer. I could see art for more 

mf 

than just face value.” 

Not only is Bell a full-time student 

_ mf 

at UTM, he has a full-time position at 
home with a family. 

“It s pretty tough being a full-time 


student and having a family at home. 
My wife and I have been married for 
nine years. We have two kids: a 6-year- 

mf r' 

old and a 4-year-old,” Bell said. 

“My wife is a full-time graduate 
student. We both have jobs outside of 
school. But, without my family’s sup¬ 
port, especially with my art, I don’t 
know what I would have done,” Bell 
added. 

Through Bell’s college career at 
UTM, he has one professor who has 
served as his greatest mentor-—David 
McBeth. 

“McBeth without a doubt has been 
my biggest mentor, hie pushes me to 
do my best. lie gives me the freedom 
to work with my own ideas. I like that,” 
Bell said. 

“McBeth calls me a slacker all the 
time,” Bell said with a chuckle. 

Bell’s journey as an artist wont end 
after he graduates. lie wants to attend 
graduate school. 

“I want to go to graduate school so 
bad. I want to further my education in 
art. I want to push myself further in my 
life,” said Bell. 

“If I choose as a career to work as 
an art professor in college, I want to 
still be able to do my artwork on the 
side. I want to teach and have a studio 
at home. McBeth teaches art at UTM 
and has a studio in Maine. I would love 
to be able to do that,” he added. 

Bell has a unique way oi keeping his 
ideas fresh and a continuous creative 
flow with liis artwork going. He’s al¬ 
ways looking for opportunities to grow 
as an artist. 


“I start creating new thought 
patterns and new ideas for my 
work. I feel as though when you 
keep your past work around, you 
will cling to it. It will keep you 
from furthering yourself in your 
talent with being able to create 
new ideas and concepts,” Bell 
added. “Fm always trying to re¬ 
fresh myself with new ideas and 
a new direction. A new inspira¬ 
tion.” 

As an aitist, Bell strives to estab¬ 
lish a relationship with the viewer 
and the artwork he creates. 

“The artwork I put out there, I 
want it to evoke feelings. I want it 
to evoke thoughts and emotions. 
I don t want someone to just walk 
up to my work and be like, "Well 
that’s nice’, and walk away,” said 
Bell. “I want my work to speak 
strongly and convey the message 
I’m trying to send.” 

“My personal favorite of all my 
work would have to be "Identity” 

mf 

which is in the art show right 
now. I really had something to 

say with it. It is six totems with 

»■ 

a total of 144 faces,” said Bell. “It 
was a challenge with the amount 
of work I had to put into it. I had 
strong reasons for doing it.” 

“It is important to me that peo¬ 
ple are moved by my work. I hope 
I have accomplished that so far.” 



James Bell explains one of his many three-dimensional works displayed in the Fine 
Arts Building, Be! cites UTM ceramics guru David McBeth as a major benefactor 
to his artistic career, (Pacer Photo / Charlie Mcntosh) 



Above : Sherry Moore shows off her figure drawing ability. Moore hopes to some¬ 
day teach special education art. 

Below: Daniel Rose poses along with the subject of his painting “Clint of Considerable 
Consideration” (Pacer Photos / Charlie McIntosh) 



Visual art studio major hopes to teach, continue painting 


Marquita Douglas 

Pacer Writer 

Some people have a knack for art 
and drawing, and a rare few are able 
to excel at creativity. 

Sherry Moore, a senior at UTM 
and an artist in the current Senior 
Art Exhibit, seems as if she has an 
indubitable and unquestionable tal¬ 
ent to draw. Her true talent can be 
seen just bypassing one of her pieces. 
Majoring in Studio Art, Moore says 
she has a passion to work with spe¬ 
cial needs children and offer them 
art lessons. 

Moore, whose first degree certified 
her as a medical lab technician, says 
that in the back of her mind art was 
something she always loved. She 


had been introduced to art in junior 
high, and the rest was history. 

“I somehow knew I would come 
back,” she says. 

Not only did Moore come back, 
she came back and displayed many 
great “stop and stare” pieces in this 
year’s Senior Art Exhibit. Moore had 
many pieces that left people with 
faces of awe and admiration. One 
piece that sticks out and Moore says 
is one of her personal favorites is a 
5-foot-6-inch portrait of elephants. 

Moore, who believes she expresses 
herself best through figurative and 
muted art, says most reality pieces 
are not so colorful, and that is why 
she likes it. She says she likes colors, 
but she finds herself using muted 
colors. Moore also likes to gain in¬ 


spiration from models and figures. 

“It is just something about the way 
the model sits that inspires me,” she 
says. 

When asked the most difficult part 
of the whole process of art, Moore 
says it is naming her pieces. When it 
is time to put her paint brush down, 
Moore says the toughest and hardest 
part approaches when it is time to 
name her work. 

“I don’t want to name it tilings the 
viewer may not see. 1 don’t like to 
put a label on it.” 

Moore, a humble and very talented 
woman, says there is one quote that 
she likes to tell herself daily. 

“Don’t think about it too much. 
Just do it.” 


Experimentation with color leads to grand exhibit for senior 

Heather Peterson Rose. of Considerable Consideration’ is 


Pacer Writer 

Daniel Rose, a senior Art student 
from Dyersburg, aspires to teach art 
at a university if being a starving art¬ 
ist doesn’t work out. 

Art was always part of his life, but 
it was a childhood friend’s taunt that 
spurred him on. 

“I have a competitive nature. One 
of my friends in elementary school 
was fond of drawing and one day 
he decides to come by me while I’m 
drawing my stuff and says "Oh I can 
draw way better than you, I will al¬ 
ways draw better than you.’ So I go 
on from that and I continually strive 
to get better,” Rose said. 

Inspiration may come from many 
places but for Rose, color inspires 
him. “Autumn is awesome. I can 
walk around during autumn and get 
so much inspiration. I’ve never been 
able to achieve those colors,” said 


Another artist also inspires him* 
“I fenri Matisse is a huge inspiration 
for rne. Not so much for his artwork, 
but the man had a philosophy I 
agree with almost entirely. l ie said 
that paintings and artworks should 
be like good armchairs. When you 
look at them, it’s like you are sitting 
back relaxing. All the cares, all the 
negatives in the entire world and all 
the politics are gone and it’s just you 
in a really comfy spot with the art¬ 
work. I just think that is an excellent 
philosophy to have and that the man 
lived it out,” said Rose. 

Asking an ai tist to pick a favorite 
piece may be like asking a parent to 
pick between children but Rose does 
have a favorite at the show, at least 
for now. 

“You can’t ever really have a favor¬ 
ite because you are continually going 
on and trying to improve off all of 
them. In this particular show, "Clint 


probably one of my favorites. I just 
recently had artist block, where I 
would look at all my paintings and 
not like any of them, it was all dull 
and lifeless to rne,” he said. 

Being a senior, Rose is looking to 
the future. 

"T have it in my mind to attempt 
to join the artist co-op here in Mar¬ 
tin. I want to join that and prob¬ 
ably work at that for a year while I’m 
strengthening my portfolio. I do 
eventually want to go to grad school, 
probably next fall, because eventu¬ 
ally I want to teach university art 
classes. Or if I just get so full into 
it that I become a professional art¬ 
ist. You know they usually starve, I 
figure teaching university is a good 
plan, I still get to create art, have a 
steady job and I get to help people,” 
Rose said. 


BeanSwitch opening with student art, music, poetry 


Randy Gavin 

Pacer Writer 

BeanSwitch held their open mic 
night Wednesday, Feb, 18, in the Fine 
Arts Building and showcased student, 
non-student and faculty writers and 
artists with an array of writings and 
art. 

Sandy Tolar, a former student, got 
things started by reading three un- 
tided short pieces of her work, all po¬ 
ems, and displaying some artwork and 
photographs. 

Colin Moore was the second person 
to read and his short poem was titled, 
“Good to Share Feelings.” Moore said 
about his poem, “It actually did hap¬ 
pen.” It was a humorous story that be¬ 
gan with this, “She told rne she loved 
me last night. Why in the hell did she 
do that?” In another line he said, “She 
asked me how I felt. I said that’s nice.” 
The audience enjoyed his poem and 
got several laughs. 

Associate professor of English, Dr. 
Leslie LaChance, also the adviser for 
BeanSwitdi, was the next to read. 
LaChance read a poem called “The 
Rape of Dead” by Alexander Pope. 
LaChance read one more story about 
Tang, an old breakfast drink titled 


“Moonjuice.” It was a nostalgic story 
and very humorous. LaChance had 
one more piece of work to read called 
“So There It Is.” 

LaChance was followed by Daniel 
Rose reading not a poem, but a song 
he wrote called “The Scotsman” or 
“Under the Scotsman’s Kilt.” Rose re¬ 
ceived several laughs from the crowd 
as everyone seemed to enjoy his song¬ 
writing abilities. 

Tolar said she wrote two of her 
poems while she was in the Writer’s 
Guild. Tolar said, “It usually doesn’t 
take me long to write a piece, once it 
comes to me. It’s just a matter of jot¬ 
ting it down.” 

LaChance said BeanSwitch has 
open mic night once a semester and it 
is open to not only students but also 
to faculty, staff and anyone who wants 
to read some of their work. 

“This has been going on now for 
about four years. We had it at the be¬ 
ginning at the UC but the Fine Arts 
Building seem to be the best place 
to have there open mics,” LaChance 
said. 

Tie next issue of BeanSwitch will be 
coming out later this semester ,filled 
with 30-40 pages of short stories, po¬ 
ems and artwork. 
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RitWalllnkllB iSiing s ar Stltfo expressive Martljps 




Casey Carlin 

News Editor 

At the tattoo shop Ritual Ink on University Street, a new kind of 
ritual is being practiced in Martin. 

Owner of Ritual Ink Johnie Barrett said he chose to open the 
shop in Martin because there is little competition in the area and 
because of the college town atmosphere. So far, business has been 
as good as expected despite the shop only being open lor about a 
month. 

Barrett, who is originally from Michigan, runs the shop with 
three full-time tattoo artists who bring their creativity to Ritual 
Ink from all over the United States. 

Artist Jordan Pratt from New York has had 11 years of tattooing 
experience. Jose Quinonez, also from New York, has four years of 
experience, along with Jodi Torrence, who is originally from New 
Orleans. 

The personal sendee and friendly staff have helped Ritual Ink 
jumpstart to a successful business. 



Barrett said he and the staff consult customers in-depth about 
their tattoo design and even create custom designs. 

Ritual Ink requires a $20 deposit for custom designs, which goes 
toward the price of the tattoo. They discourage customers from get¬ 
ting any tattoos of spouses'names, but will if the customer insists. 
They do, however refuse to tattoo any gang designs. 

“We custom order. If someone comes up with an idea we'll make 
it better. We can pull up whatever they want on the computer, we'll 
take two images and make one, whatever they want. We're pretty 
good about that That's why we're artists,” Barrett said. 

He said Ritual Ink's prices for tattoos vary depending on size and 
the amount of color used. 

In addition to custom designs Ritual Ink puts forth extra effort to 
keep the environment properly sanitized to ensure customer safety. 
Barrett says he usually goes in before the shop opens to clean and 
other workers sign off their portion of the cleaning on a chore list. 
Tie smell of pine-scented cleaner was recognizable upon entering 
the shop. 

“I just had the health inspector Ronnie Lewis come in here yes¬ 
terday and he's got nothing bad to say. He said, Tt's the cleanest 
shop I've ever been in,'” Barrett said. 

Barrett and the artists also take great strides to make their cus¬ 
tomers as comfortable as possible throughout the process of get¬ 
ting a tattoo. Every customer is properly greeted upon entering the 
shop and the artist's portfolios are readily available for customers 
to review. Although no one has chosen to use it yet, Ritual Ink does 
off er the option to numb the skin during the tattooing process. 

“People that are scared, they ask our opinion because the majority 
of us are tattooed everywhere,” Barrett said. 

Tie artists'portfolios are thick volumes of photographs of past 
work. Tie images are of intricate, colorful and occasionally out¬ 
landish works of art that appeared so realistic that it was even more 
impressive that such artistry resides under the surface of skin. 

Barrett said some of the most common designs requested are of 
nautical stars, butterflies,Tinkerbells and birds. Tie shop also gets 
many requests for unusual tattoos. 

“Tiere's a few that stand out to me. Jordan did a big, bright red 
long green-stemmed rose on the side of this girl's rib cage. And 
it's realistic looking, it looks like you could pick it up off her ribs,” 
Barrett said. 

Barrett encourages customers to review the artists'portfolios be¬ 
fore getting a tattoo and to be sure they tire truly ready to get it. 

“We've sent people home before. You know, go home if you're not 
sure. Take a couple of days and think about it and let us know. We 
aren't going to pressure anybody,” Barrett said. 




Latest senior art exhibit colorful, enticing, raw 



The most recent senior art exhibit is one of the most colorful shows of 

the year. The Pacer couldn’t pass up printing this 

artwork in color. 

To read the stories of each artist, check inside in this special two-page 

edition of The Pace of Life. 
























































